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Election of Invention 

Applicant elects, with traverse . Group I (claims 1-7 and 11-15). Reconsideration of the 
Restriction Requirement in all aspects is requested in view of the following remarks. 

The present claims have been restricted into two groups: 

Group I (claims 1-7 and 1 1-15), drawn to a decorative element. 

Group II (claims 8-10), drawn to a method of making the decorative element. 

In showing the distinction between Group I and Group II, the Examiner alleges that the 
method of making the decorative element can be used to make other and materially different 
products such as a product with the ink layer applied on the outer surface of the loops. The 
Applicant respectfully traverses the Examiner's argument. 

The Group I claims recite a decorative element that includes "a colorant layer disposed 
on a second surface of the polymeric layer or the high refractive index layer, the colorant layer 
forming the inner surface of the loops." See Claim 1 (emphasis added). The Group I claims also 
recite that the colorant layer can comprise ink. See Claim 4. 

By comparison, the Group II claims recite a method for making a decorative element, the 
method including "applying a colorant to a second surface of the polymeric layer or the high 
refractive index layer; and forming a plurality of loops of the film having an inner surface and an 
outer surface, the inner surface being the colorant layer of the film." See Claim 8 (emphasis 
added). The Group II claims also recite that "the applying step [in claim 8] comprises applying 
an ink to the film." See Claim 9. In other words, as claimed, the Group II claims recite a 
method of making a product with the ink layer applied on the inner surface of the loops. The 
Group II claims do not, as the Examiner alleges, recite a method of making a product with the 
ink layer applied on the outer surface of the loops. 

In sum, in both the Group I and II claims, the colorant is on the inner surface of the film. 
Also, in both the Group I and II claims, the colorant is ink. Moreover, neither the Group I claims 
nor the Group II claims recite applying a colorant (or ink) layer to the outer surface of the loops. 
Consequently, the Examiner's argument that the Group II claims can be used to make other and 
materially different products such as a product with the ink layer applied on the outer surface of 
the loops is respectfully traversed. 
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Because the Examiner's argument as to the restriction requirement has been respectfully 
traversed, Applicant requests that the Group I and II claims be rejoined for examination on the 



merits. 



Respectfully submitted, 



DAVID T. OU-YANG 
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